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ing flames, now melting into masses of roaring fire, seeming to
threaten destruction to the English fleet.

It was not long before the meaning of this tremendous
demonstration of floating firewooks was understood by Admiral
Saunders and his sailors. The French had sent a squadron of
fire-ships to burn and blow up the British men-of-war. As it
was afterwards learnt, the scheme had been devised by
Governor Vaudreuil. A number of ships had been daubed
over with pitch and tar, filled with bombs and other explosives,
and laden with rusty old cannon loaded with shot and iron.
To an officer named Delouche, with a small body of French
sailors, the perilous, duty had been entrusted of leading those
floating ' infernal machines,* under cover of darkness, close
under the bows of the English fleet, and there to set fire to
them, leaving them to work out their destruction.

Unfortunately for the well-laid schemes of De Vaudreuil,
Delouche lost his nerve, and set fire to his vessels before they
were in touch of the enemy's fleet A French captain and
half a dozen sailors were burnt alive before they could escape
in the boats, and many of the fire-ships ran ashore before they
reached a British vessel. Scared at first as our Jack Tars must
have been by the approach of the fire-monsters, they soon
showed their pluck, and, putting off from their battleships in
small boats, with grappling-irons, rowed to the very sides
of the burning vessels, and, towing them to shore, watched
them from a safe distance. It was a risky game, but our
tough sailor-men enjoyed it. They roared with laughter as
each fire-ship was towed off, and jeered triumphantly as they
toppled over on the swampy shore, with their guns popping
harmlessly into mid-air.

Through the night air of that Canadian river, full-flavoured
jokes and comical oaths in the choicest lingo of Wapping
and Limehouse, rang from boat to boat. * 'Ave ye ever taken
*ell in tow afore, my Parties ?' shouted one old salt, and his
words were considered an excellent description of the scene,
and have been duly recorded in history.